


 

It’s a good idea to take stock.

I’m not referring to accepting financial securities 
as gifts, though we are perfectly happy if you 
want to support WVLT in that way (and many of 
our supporters have donated stock; thank you!).

Nor am I referring to cattle, sheep, pigs, and 
other animals that might occupy a rural property 
that someone wants to donate to us. We might 
take the land, but not the livestock.

The stock we’re taking in this Impact Report is 
the measure of what WVLT’s many supporters 
have made possible for conservation, both 
in the past year and over the decades as the 
organization enters its 30th year.

It’s really exciting to consider the numbers, and 
to look behind some of them.

In 2023, we offered public hikes at five WVLT 
preserves, where attendance ranged from 40 
to almost 100 per event. A decade ago, when 
we were just beginning to expand our lands 
portfolio, we had few places that were “open for 
business,” and we were lucky if 15-20 people 
showed up for a hike. 

Behind the increase in those numbers is a 
geographically dispersed and thoughtfully 
managed suite of preserves that are now open 
to the public, propelled by a growing interest in 
outdoor recreation statewide. Those numbers 
are bolstered by successful fundraising to build 
parking lots, deploy volunteer and paid work 
crews to develop trails, construct kiosks and Fife-Head Family Farm, Greenbrier County

114 acres donated to WVLT with a life estate

signs, and employ staff (we’re now a team of 11) 
who lead the hikes. “If you build it, they will 
come,” to quote the movie, and we’ve seen that 
borne out.

Almost 23,000 acres have been conserved by 
WVLT since its inception, via conservation 
easements on private lands and acquisitions of 
properties we now fully own. The value of all 
those lands, which are comprised of more than 70 
transactions, is $21 million! 

Pull back the $21 million curtain. Behind it is 
$7 million worth of purchases, and $14 million 
worth of donated properties! Not everyone is in 
a position to donate a land asset, and in those 
cases we strive to raise funds to purchase high-
value conservation properties. But the depth 
of donations is not something we anticipated a 
decade ago, when we began to grow. People who 
value nature, heirs who wish to honor a family’s 
legacy, and partner organizations that trust us 
to hold and manage lands wisely are among the 
donors who are behind this rapidly growing 
conserved landscape.

We’re grateful, as we take stock, for all the 
shareholders who are helping us secure more 
natural assets, knowing that the return on their 
investments will accrue over many years to many 
people.

I hope we’ll see you this year at a hike, a float, or 
an event! 

Brent Bailey, Ph.D. Executive Director

Letter from 
our Executive 
Director



22,769 Acres 
Protected in 28 
West Virginia 

Counties 

29 Nature
Preserves

(9 Open 
publicly)

12 rare or 
endangered

species

32
Easements

5 water 
treatment 
facilities 

protected 
upstream

Our work by the numbers

5 caves
protected

23 Miles of 
Recreational

Trails

139 Miles 
of protected 

streams

16 board 
members

10 staff 
members 
+ 1 fellow

164 active 
volunteers

24 active 
partners

2,415 
volunteer 
hours worked

Our People by the numbers



Community Engagement

Blue Jean Ball – a party for greenspace – is an 
annual fundraiser in Morgantown cohosted by Mon 
River Trails Conservancy. 

Special Places Celebration – a night to celebrate the 
land we love and honor those who protect it! This is our 
signature fundraiser in Charleston.

Piney Creek Outdoor Rec Kick-off and Whiskey 
Tasting – a party to meet the community, share our 
preserve plans and taste the Piney Creek Bourbon 
curated by The Bullock Distillery in Charleston.

Moulton Park ribbon cutting 
in Jefferson County 

Piney Creek ribbon cutting 
in Raleigh County 

Airport Park sneak peek 
hike in Monongalia County 

Cheat River float in 
Tucker County 

ATTENDEES

Marie Hall Jones Ancient Forest Preserve 
grand opening in Doddridge County

RSVPS: 208         Sponsors: 29

RSVPS: 202         Sponsors: 56

RSVPS: 125         Major Sponsors: 1

Thanks for showing up!
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Debby Berry
Administrative Assistant
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Rick Landenberger, Ph.D.
Science & Land Management 
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rick@wvlandtrust.org

Braden Meyer
Wyss Foundation 
Conservation Fellow
bmeyer@wvlandtrust.org

Jessica Spatafore
Director of Marketing 
& Communications
jessica@wvlandtrust.org

Adam Webster
Conservation Program Manager
adam@wvlandtrust.org

Gabe Rushden
Treasurer
Dave Clark
Secretary

Calvert Armbrecht
Ted Armbrecht
Chap Donovan
Jackie Hallinan
Larry Harris
Charlie Loeb 

Lewis Payne
Nina Peyton
Bren Pomponio
Bradley Schmalzer
John Schmidt
Craig Slaughter

Wooling Family Farm, Greenbrier County
 216 acres under conservation easement

A special place is more than land and water. A special place 

takes you to a time and to a memory, it brings you peace, 

and feels like “home.” A farmer’s special place may be his 

field, a wildlife watcher’s place is in the forest, a sportsman’s 

may be a remote stretch of woods, a hiker’s an entire expanse 

of mountains, and a child’s a field of green where he can run 

and play or a creek to explore.

Protecting Special Places
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Ohio River
Middle Island Creek
Monongahela River
Cheat River
Potomac River
Greenbrier River
Kanawha River
Elk River
New River
Gauley River
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Guyandotte Rier
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Total Acres
Protected

22,769
Protected
Rivers and
Streams

Acres of
Protected

Forest

139 Miles

14,615



$1,327,131
Expenses

2022 Financials

$1,778,636
Income

Land Protection
Stewardship
Outreach & Education
Administrative
Fundraising

$246,987
$480,571
$307,574
$142,456
$149,543

Expenses

Grants
Annual Giving
Events
Stewardship
Investments
Awards & Fines

$506,999
$185,673
$126,201
$349,460
$568,803
$41,500

Income

Greenville Saltpeter Cave • Monroe County  
298 acres donated to WVLT

Gateway to Sandstonia • Fayette County
40 acres donated to WVLT

Dorothy Wilkins Miller Natural Area • Randolph County
525 acres donated to WVLT 

O’Brien Family Forest • Ritchie, Wood, and Wirt Counties 
1,200 acres donated to WVLT

Fife-Head Family Farm • Greenbrier County
114 acres donated to WVLT with a life estate 

Little Bluestone • Summers County
86 acres bargain sale to WVLT

Moulton Park • Jefferson County
82 acres under conservation easement

Wooling Family Farm • Greenbrier County 
216 acres under conservation easement 

Owl Creek Farm • Monongalia County
70 acres under conservation easement

Land Protected in 2023:



 

Awarded (notification of pending award): $312,041
Received (funds in WVLT accounts): $506,999

Grants awarded in 2023

Grantor Amount Project

The Wyss 
Foundation

$140,000 Land Protection 
Fellow

Outdoor Heritage 
Conservation Fund

$96,341 Little Bluestone 
Community 
Forest

Outdoor Heritage 
Conservation Fund

$25,000 Arbuckle’s Fort

Walbridge Family 
Foundation

$15,000 Jenkinsburg 
Recreation & 
Natural Area

Athletic Brewing $10,000 Yellow Creek 
Natural Area

Schoenbaum 
Family Foundation

$10,000 Truck Campaign

Schoenbaum 
Family Foundation

$8,000 Gateway to 
Sandstonia

DOW Chemical $5,000 Annual Hiking 
Series

Tucker County 
Community 
Foundation

$2,700 Yellow Creek 
Natural Area

Jackie Hallinan and Robert Wilson
Cindy O’Brien and Larry Harris
Elisabeth “Dolly” Hartman
Sue and William Hevener
Kanawha-Roxalana Company
Ditsy Keightley
Samuel King
Shannon and J. Thomas Lane
Sandy Murphy and Charles Loeb
Callen McJunkin
Judy and Britt McJunkin
National Parks Conservation Association
Joy M. Oakes and Thomas J. Cassidy
Payne-Gallatin Co.
Nina Peyton
Margaret Chapman and Bren Pomponio
PrayWorks, LLC
Jean and John Schmidt
Carla and Craig Slaughter
Jennifer Taylor and Stephen Haid
The Thrasher Group, Inc.
West Virginia American Water
Wing 2 Wing Foundation
Ziegler & Ziegler, L.C.

Special Places Celebration Sponsors

Hope and Andy Altman
Calvert and Ted Armbrecht,Jr.
Liz Cohen and Brent Bailey
Bailey & Glasser, LLP
Blair and Company, AC
Broun Properties, LLC
Nancy Bruns
Elisabeth Cannell
Elsie and  William Carter
Melissa and Kelly Castleberry III
Carolyn and H. Stanley Cavendish
Charleston Hotel Venture LLC
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Lois Cole
Tacy and Chap Donovan
Terrell Ellis and Associates, Inc.
ENTRUST Global
Ernst & Young, LLP
Fifth Third Bank
Kathy and Daniel Foster
Pam Gardner
Edward J George
GoldenTree Asset Management
Goldman Associates, Inc.
Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley
Susan Graves
Gray, Griffith & Mays A.C.

Our Supporters
Our generous sponsors and donors allow us to 
protect special places for future generations. 



 

AllStar Ecology, LLC
Animal Medical Center
Erin and Matt Bailey
Liz Cohen and Brent Bailey
Bell Land Surveying PLLC
Ella Belling
Ann Bailey Berry
Cheat Lake Animal Hospital PLLC
Cunningham Powell Alexander, A.C.
Downstream Strategies
Kathy and Chris Gorski
William and Pamela Guice
Paula Hunt and Timothy Warner
KLM Properties
March-Westin Company, Inc
Morgantown Printing and Binding
Morgantown North Rotary Club
Mountain Valley Resources LLC
Mountaineer Audubon Society
Northeast Natural Energy
Cindy O’Brien and Larry Harris
Owl Creek Farm
David Saville
Sheetz Inc.
Stratagen
The LeDonne Company LLC
Upper Monongahela River Association
Waterfront Family Pharmacy
Catherine Wrobleski
WV Chapter of Sierra Club

$10,000 +
Bailey & Glasser, LLP
John L. Dickinson Family
Nancy Homeyer
Carol and Douglas Milam
Barbara Moulton and Tom Helm
Ann C. and Robert O. Orders, Jr. 
     Family Foundation
Cynthia and Paul Springer
Sandy and Charlie Walbridge
Linda and Erik Yoder
Wing 2 Wing Foundation

$5,000 to 9,999
Calvert and Ted Armbrecht, Jr.
Lori and Stephen J. Callen
Michael Callen
Sarah and Stanley Corwin-Roach
Hope and Thomas Covey
ENTRUST Global
Sarah and Harlan Miller
Nina Peyton

$1,000 to 4,999
Richard Aide
Nancy and Art Altman
Hope and Andy Altman
Estate of Penelope Bailey
Liz Cohen and Brent Bailey
Erin and Matt Bailey
Broun Properties, LLC
Nancy Bruns
Cindy Burkhart and Jay Williams
Elisabeth Cannell
Nelle Ratrie Chilton Trust
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Julius S. Cohen
Lois Cole
Lois and Samuel Crichton

Anne DeNovo
Dingess Rum Properties
Tacy and Chap Donovan
Terrell Ellis
Anna and Peyton Forbes
Janet and John Gagnon
Pam Gardner
Susan Gellert
Cynthia Godsey and Fred Gottlieb
Goodwill Industries of Kanawha Valley
GoldenTree Asset Management
Jocelyn and David Hafeman
Cindy O’Brien and Larry Harris
Elisabeth “Dolly” Hartman
Barbara and Michael Hoeft
Alison Hill and Tandy Jones
Kucker-Kastner Family
Gabriele Wohl and Daniel Lattanzi family
Walter Lesser
Heather Lukacs and Kyle Doerksen
Callen McJunkin
Judy and Britt McJunkin
Randall Moore
James Myers and Joseph Levesque
Northeast Natural Energy
Joy M. Oakes and Thomas J. Cassidy
James and Carrie Pancake
Payne Gallatin
PrayWorks, LLC
Jane and W. Leigh Shepherd
The Marion J. Sinclair Living Trust
Emily and Bronnie Stroud
Jennifer Taylor and Stephen Haid
The Thrasher Group, Inc.
Laura and Stephen D. Wehrle
West Virginia American Water
Mary Wimmer
Catherine Wrobleski
Ziegler & Ziegler, L.C.

$500 to 999
Janet Ady
AllStar Ecology, LLC
Bell Land Surveying PLLC
Hillary and William E. Berlin
Ann Bailey Berry
Blair and Company, AC
Sally and Mike Brenton
Beth Bush
Gat and Susan Caperton
Elsie and William Carter
Emily Carton
Melissa and Kelly Castleberry III
Laura Ceperley
Charleston Hotel Venture LLC
Marla Rudnick and Ethan Cohen
Cunningham Powell Alexander, A.C.
Andy and Bruce Dalton
Frederica Davis
Downstream Strategies
Ernst & Young, LLP
Kathy and Daniel Foster
Joanie Frazier
Goldman Associates, Inc.
Kathy and Chris Gorski
Gray, Griffith & Mays A.C.
Elisabeth and James Groninger
Janet and Dixon Harvey, Jr.
Paula Hunt and Timothy Warner
KLM Properties
Shannon and J. Thomas Lane
March-Westin Company, Inc
Peggy and John C. McDevit
Morgantown Printing and Binding
Mountain Valley Resources LLC
Mountaineer Audubon Society
John Repici
Kenny’s Machine Service
Kenette and Dennis Shreve
Marianne Skeen

Blue Jean Ball Sponsors



 

Carla and Craig Slaughter
Joan Sundquist and James Southwick
Stratagen
Lucinda and Stephen Swartz
Greenbrier River FFC, Inc
Upper Monongahela River Association

$250 to 499
Robin and David Barnett
WV Chapter of Sierra Club
Carolyn and H. Stanley Cavendish
William and Pamela Guice
Cheat Lake Animal Hospital PLLC
Morgantown North Rotary Club
The LeDonne Company LLC
David Saville
Waterfront Family Pharmacy
Owl Creek Farm
Animal Medical Center
Mon River Trails Conservancy
Sheetz Inc.
Erica and David Brown
The Bullock Distillery, LLC
Jason Bussey
Joseph Carney
Amy Cimarolli
CB Babcock and Gregory Coble
Kelly and Sean Collins
Marjorie and Andrew Cooke
Barry and Lucinda Curry
Charles Werntz III & Donna Ford-Werntz   
    Giving Fund
Fifth Third Bank
Shirley and Clifford Gay
Samme Gee
Edward J George
Richard Gottlieb
Sue and William Hevener
Martha Korona and Frank Jernejcic
Kanawha-Roxalana Company
Ditsy Keightley

Samuel King
Susan and Dennis Leister
Kristin Frontiera and Alex Lopez
Kemp and Charles McElwee
Ann and Jim McGraw
Sandy Murphy and Charles Loeb
Lee Paules
Lizbeth Pyle
Hilary Morgan and Norbert Riedy
National Parks Conservation Association
Margaret Chapman and Bren Pomponio
Debora and Steven Runfola
Kasey and Gabe Rushden
John Sandor
Jean and John Schmidt
Jay Scroggins
Patrick Smith
Jessica and Matthew Spatafore
Lisa Strader
Sarah and Philip Sundstrom
Dusta Tanner
Annette Tanner
Marc Van Goethem
Rebecca and Jason Walls
Karen and Richard Watson
Patricia and Ray Wells
Kate Williams Levin
Jennifer Wood
Bernard Zimmermann

$100 to 249
Nancy L. Abrams and Dr. Stanley Einzig
Frances Adams
Zannah Bailey and Matthew Cunkelman
Anne and Nick Barth
Allison and Scott Belan
Stephen Belan
Ella Belling
Victoria Benson
Christina Matlick and Frank Berry
John M. Boback

Elaine and James Boyd
Elizabeth and Kevin Brown
Bonnie and Gary Brown
Cheryl Brown
Sarah Sullivan and Rick Brown
Deborah and John Brown
Pamela Byrne and John Huerta
Nyles Charon
Kathy Furbee and Martin Christ
Tammy Cline
Suzanne and Bert Coffman
Ryan Crook
Julie Cryser
Laura and David Davis
Andy Deichert
Kathi and Randall Elkins
Laura Ellis and Robert Orndorff
Rick Ferris
Nancy Gall and John Welch
Jessica and Harper Gardner
Richard Goldstein
Helen and Rod Graves
Tatem Grimm
Carrie Grimm
Robert Gronan
Sallie and Robert Hart
Laura Gabel-Hartman and Bill Hartman
Jodi Richardson and PJ Henry
Daria and Randy Jones
Lynette Jones and Bill Vincent
Cynthia Jones
Greyson Kail
Bill Kawecki
Denise Knoebel and Mark Koepke
Dee and Robert Leggett
Marge Lewellen
Josh Lipton
Tarpley Long
John and Connie Manchester
Lynda and Gary Marlin
Peggy and James Marshall

Andrew Marvin
Susan and Robert Maslowski
Suzanne and Louis McDonald
Luanne McGovern
Ana and Tim McIntosh
Mindy and John Miesner
Katherine Somers and Todd Miller
Aaron Misera
Beverly and John Nuzum
Corey O’Malley
Susan Pierce
William Porter
Travis Prince
Victoria Russo
Tara and Chuck Scatterday
Jen Schaeffer and Alex Bier
Kathy and John H. Shott
Elizabeth and Doyle Sickles
Gale Simplicio and Jorge Flores
Barbara and Frank Slider
Lisa and Rodney Smith
Amy and Lyle Smith
Lisa Smith
Philip and Mary Spahr
Stone Strategies LLC
JoNell Strough
Elk River Trail Foundation
Laura and Robert Thaw
Patricia Tourney
Anne Smith and Ronald Ulle
Donna and Jonathan Weems
Thad Welch
Katherine and John H. Wellford
Myia Welsh
Scott Whitwer
Petra and John Wood
Jacki and Jack Wright
Sera and Nicolas Zegre



 

Up to $99
Laurie and Christiaan Abildso
Walt Adkins Jr.
Abigail Amor
Hilary and Michael Attfield
Greg Aucremanne
Lily Bailey
Jasper Ball
Mary Bartolo
Christen Beasley
Barb Douglas and Gary Berti
Keith Bratt
William Braum
Barbara Breshock
Michael Buechler
Elizabeth and Alton Byers
Rachel Byrne
Mike Calway-Fagen
Ron Cantley
Paulette and Ray Carr
Kathleen Cash
Sandra and Bill Cecil
Darlene and Dave Clark
Judy and Stan Cohen
Alan Collins
Emily Lynn Cook
Sandra Cress
Greg Curray
Margaret Datsko
Andrew Davis
Pio DeFlaviis
Joseph Dickenson
Brian Dilcher
Miranda and Charles Dillon
Lori Dittman
Joan Doris
Kenneth Dunlap
Jared Earley and Russell Hite
Tracie Evans
Debbie Evans

Dawn and Thomas Fox
Theresa and Don Gain
Jennifer and George Garton
Katherine Garvey and Derrick Shank
Chloe Gibson
Valerie and Daniel Gillen
Christina and John Given
Joanette Gould
Dave Gravely
Chris Greaver
Mary Kay Greer
Don Grillot
Nai and Jeffrey Gustafson
BJ Hackman
Jeanne and Joe Hagan
Elliott Hamilton
Jenn Harper
Jacob Hartsog
Tanner Henson
Phyllis and Bill Highland
Amanda Hildebrand
Lauren Lamb and Autumn Hill
Kevin Hughes
John and Beth Hughes
Jeremiah Johnson
Michael Jones
Reed Joyce
Robyn and Tonya Justice
Janet and Emory Kemp
Omar Khan
Michael Kilmer
Jak Kincaid
David Klinke
Andrea and Steven Knudsen
Neal Lacey
Corey Lilly
Janet Lintala
Autumn Long
Dave Lupo
Beth Mankins
Kathie and James McClintock

Lori and Charles McClung
Nancy McClure
David McCoy
William McKenna and Catherine Melissa 
McKenna
Britt McNew
Mark A. McRoberts
Audrey Mechtenberg
Sarah Metrick
Loretta Mick
Lyn and Mike Mikesell
Rachel and David Mitchell
Amy Morris
Miriam Nardella
Susan and Jeff Nelsen
New River Alliance of Climbers
Hannah Nickerson
Ann Pancake
Lisa and David Pansegrouw
Lynne and Philip Petrosky
Adam Polinski
Eileen Pouliot and Paul Banda
Thomas Pue
Janelle Robey
Joshua Roe
Christena Ross
Angie Rosser
Julia Beury and Larry L. Rowe
Beth Royall
Pam and Dave Ruediger
Jonathan Rugh
Margaret Rusnak
Susie Salisbury
Susan and Don Sauter
Toni and Greg Sayre
Kelly and Allen Schmidt
Susan Scritchfield
Dian and Jimmie Seckman
John Shirley
Tabitha Coffindaffer and David Singleton
Beth Skubis

Barbara and James Smith
Stuart Smith
Scott Soderholm
Emma Somers
Charles Southwick
Ben Spong
Hal & Phoebe Stanley
Clare and Matt Stevens
T. Ramon and Jamilah Stuart
Dr. Susan Moyle Studlar
Mark Tabbert
Donna and Theodore Tassos
Shannon and Robert Tinnell
C.T. and J.M. Trach
Emily and Todd Twiggs
Martha Van Der Voort
Bruce C. Walker
Steven L Walker
Randal Walker
Ruth Walker
Alyssa Wegner
Larisa Wells
Grace and Gary Wigal
Joseph Wilson
Heather and Ben Wilson
Jennifer Wingerberg
Evan Wolff
Kristina and Timothy Woodall

*This list includes gifts received between 
the dates of 1/1/2023-12/31/2023.
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