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Land protection effort aims
at safeguarding drinking
water supplies
WVLT completes landowner outreach in Lewisburg
A year-long project aimed at protecting the City of Lewisburg’s drinking water
source— the Greenbrier River— culminated this summer with three public
meetings held to provide information to landowners about how they can
contribute toward this effort.
Teaming together with the City of Lewisburg and Greenbrier River Watershed
Association, the West Virginia Land Trust invited community members to
informational meetings held in Lewisburg, White Sulphur Springs, and Frankford,
to discuss how land protection can contribute toward maintaining a safe, reliable
water supply from the Greenbrier River.
“The relationship between how we manage land and the water quality in our
rivers and streams is intimately connected, it’s inseparable,” said Terrell Ellis,
Senior Program Manager for the land trust.
According to Ellis, the land trust sent 100 invitations to landowners with property
located above the City’s drinking water intakes. If protected, she explained,
these upstream properties could help buffer the river from pollution, such as
stormwater runoff or hazardous waste spilled during a vehicle accident.
Ashton Berdine, WVLT’s Lands Program Manager, who will be working with
landowners who have expressed interest in the project, added, “We had
a number of people who attended our meetings and we’ll be spending time
in upcoming months to learn more about their land protection interests and
ways that they may be able to contribute toward this larger effort to protect the
Greenbrier River.”
The West Virginia Land Trust also worked with Downstream Strategies, an
environmental consulting firm, to identify key areas to focus protection efforts.
To read a report about the project, visit our website:
http://www.wvlandtrust.org/projects/watershed-approach/

Are you looking for
a service project or
outdoor education
opportunity?
Through the years, the West Virginia Land
Trust has benefited greatly from dedicated
volunteers who have helped complete
trail work at the Wallace Hartman Nature
Preserve in Charleston and the Elizabeth’s
Woods Nature Preserve near Morgantown.
If your group is interested in completing a
service or education project, or just taking a
guided tour of the lands we help protect, feel
free to give us a call at 304-413-0945 or
send an email to info@wvlandtrust.org.
Special thanks this year to our volunteer
groups—The Shack Neighborhood
House, Morgantown Board of Parks and
Recreation Commissioner’s Junior Employee
Development members, WVU Geography
Club, Cheat Lake Webelos Pack 52, and
Charleston Boy Scout Troop 31.

Interested in using land
protection strategies to
protect drinking water?
Give us a call at (304) 413-0945 to
discuss ways that you can protect your
own land or encourage your community to
protect land in order to safeguard public
drinking water sources. You can also reach
us at info@wvlandtrust.org.

Greetings
Recently I met someone who asked me to explain what a land trust does. Although
there are close to 1,700 land trusts in the nation (California alone has almost 200),
they’re still pretty scarce in West Virginia, where we have just a handful, mostly in the
eastern part of the state.
After I described how private, non-profit land trusts operate, she said, “That’s very nice.”
I beg to differ. I think it’s very important.
Land trusts are the vanguard of conservation throughout the U.S., where their land
protection efforts, working primarily with private landowners, are playing a role in
community development, sustainable economies, and quality of life. As the West
Virginia Land Trust has expanded its public outreach efforts, we’ve discovered that
there’s a strong appetite for conservation that serves many purposes, with requests for
assistance coming to us from individual landowners, community organizations, public
agencies, and other non-profit groups. “I’ve been waiting for a group like yours for a
long, long, time!” exclaimed one landowner who wants his land to remain undeveloped
for others to enjoy in the future.

Conserve land, and you can protect water quality.
Conserve land, and you can sustain family farms and forests.
Conserve land, and you can provide access to trails and rivers.
Conserve land, and you can create community parks and open space.
Conserve land, and you can strengthen imperiled wildlife species.
Conserve land, and you can protect historical sites.
Conserve land, and you can ensure hunting and fishing opportunities.
The list of impacts goes on. Whether the land is protected by an easement, and remains
in private ownership, or is transferred to the Land Trust or a partner organization, our
conservation work is permanent, and will offer benefits to generations of people far
into the future.
I hope you’ll support us as we work around the Mountain State to
create these opportunities and impacts. I don’t think that’s just a
nice thing to do… I think it’s an important thing to do!

Brent Bailey

Ph.D.

WV Land Trust Executive Director

Looking for a speaker for your next organizational meeting?

!

Is your organization interested in learning about land conservation in West Virginia? Are you
thinking that conserving land should be part of your organization’s mission, but you need to
build the capacity to do so? Are you interested in the connections between protecting land
and safeguarding drinking water sources? Or, are you just interested in getting involved with
our organization? Whatever your interest, we are happy to speak at your next meeting.
Please contact us at info@wvlandtrust.org or (304) 413-0945.

View of the Elizabeth’s Woods Nature
Preserve (foreground) from Walnut Farm.

Thanking Our Donors at
the BBQ-By-The-Woods
The first chill of fall was in the air as West Virginia Land Trust staff hosted a barbecue and
hike at the Walnut Farm, a private residence that borders the Elizabeth Wood’s Nature
Preserve in Monongalia County.
At the event, WVLT thanked donors and volunteers who have supported us over the past
year. Land trust staff led a hike into the preserve and explained goals to develop trail
systems on the property, as well as plans to work with the Army National Guard in mid2016 to develop a parking lot and improve access to the Preserve.

WVLT Science and Land Management
Specialist, Rick Landenberger, leads
supporters on a hike of the Elizabeth’s
Woods Nature Preserve during the BBQBy-The-Woods donor appreciation event.

WVLT thanks Barnes Nugent, the owner of Walnut Farm, for providing a welcoming setting
for the event and being a gracious host and neighbor. We also thank Ben Gilmer, who
played music at the event and donated money from his CD sales to the land trust.

Halloween Hike a Spooktacular Event
What’s scarier than taking a hike into the woods at night? Try
taking a hike to a turn-of-the-century cemetery in the woods
at night. And turn off your flashlight while you’re at it!
That’s just what happened this October as the West Virginia
Land Trust hosted its final EPIC event for the 2015 calendar
year at the Wallace Hartman Nature Preserve in Charleston.
Staff members were joined by a handful of friends, who
headed up the recently completed Cemetery Trail, which
ends at about a dozen hand carved headstones, known as the
Ferrell cemetery. The cemetery was recently cleared as part
of an Eagle Scout project by Colton Lohmeyer, a member of
Charleston Boy Scout Troop 31. The troop also helped build
the Cemetery Trail.

Luckily the hike was more fun than scary, so we plan
to do it again next year.
WVLT’s EPIC series of outings (“Engaging People in
Conservation”) provides a roster of fun outdoor events,
geared to encourage people from the Mountain State to visit
new places and try outdoor activities. Our 2016 series will
be posted to our website, and also e-blasted to friends who
are on our contacts list.
You can submit a request to be placed on our mailing
list by sending an email to info@wvlandtrust.org.
You can also join our EPIC Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WVLandTrustEPIC

West Virginia Land Trust

Provides Support for
Guyandotte River Water Trail
For the past year, Rick Landenberger, West Virginia Land Trust’s Science
and Land Management Specialist, has been working with stakeholders in
southern West Virginia to develop and promote a scenic water trail along
the Guyandotte River.
After bringing together interest groups at several meetings, Landenberger
helped facilitate the formation of the Guyandotte Water Trail Alliance,
which will operate as an umbrella organization to advocate for recreational
development along the river. The National Coal Heritage Area created a
VISTA position for a local coordinator to facilitate ongoing outreach efforts
and collaboration among groups to strengthen the water trail.
“While the alliance will serve as a unified voice for supporting and
promoting the development of the water trail, the group is structured into
three committees that represent the upper, middle, and lower parts of the
Guyandotte basin,” Landenberger said.
According to Landenberger, there are different needs along the course of
the water trail, ranging from developing new access sites, managing current
access sites, dealing with trash, and managing erosion, to developing
marketing and outreach to promote the trail, and securing funding to
support these efforts.

Trails Are Blazing
At Elizabeth’s Woods
Nature Preserve

On an early October morning during peak fall colors,
Webelos Pack 52, from Cheat Lake, joined the West
Virginia Land Trust’s Science and Land Management
Specialist, Rick Landenberger, for a three-mile
“Walkabout Adventure” as part of a merit badge
requirement.
“These young guys were so enthusiastic,”
Landenberger said.

“By working with different community groups, public officials, agencies,
private landowners, and dedicated volunteers, there is potential to create a
water trail that allows for short day trips or long overnight journeys, or even
just an evening float from bridge to bridge to cast a fishing line or watch the
sunset over the mountains,” Landenberger said.
The Guyandotte River flows for 166 miles from its headwaters in Raleigh
County to its confluence with the Ohio River near Huntington. The river takes
a course through Wyoming, Mingo, Logan, Lincoln, and Cabell counties.
“There are examples of positive economic impacts from water trails on rural
economies throughout the country,” Landenberger said. “Water trails may
not be a cure-all,” he said, “ but they can help achieve goals of economic
diversification and improved quality of life.”

“This is a really rewarding part
of my job, getting to see young
people be excited about being
in the woods and getting them
to think about conservation.”
But it wasn’t all fun and games.
As part of the three-mile hike, Landenberger worked
with the group to plan their route, discuss first aid and
safety, leadership responsibilities, tree identification,
basic conservation, and “Leave-No-Trace” principles.
After a trail-side lunch and completion of the hike,
the group picked up shovels and rakes to fulfill
another goal for the day, which was a community
service project.
“The group cleared ground on another 200 feet of trail
on the lower loop in the Elizabeth’s Woods preserve,”
Landenberger said. “It’s a real benefit to have groups
like these come to our properties— they are able to
meet some of their goals and in turn we are able to
meet ours. It’s a win-win situation,” he said.

West Virginia Land Trust Launches New Website!
Water quality projects, farmland protection requests, historic
site protection, and rail-trail improvements are among the
varied land conservation projects that have come to the West
Virginia Land Trust in the past year. This ever-changing suite of
opportunities creates a need for frequent renewal of our public
information, as well as a showcase for the beautiful places and
multiple purposes of our organization’s efforts. With that in
mind, WVLT launched its newly designed website at the end of
the summer.
“Our new platform gives us the ability to update our website
ourselves, rather than outsource those tasks,” explained Adam
Webster, Conservation and Communications Coordinator. “We’ll
be providing fresh content more often, and in the process,
provide our readers with a greater range of information about how
land conservation can support landowners and communities in
protecting special places for many different reasons.”

“The new website not only gives us a fresh new look,” added
Jessica Spatafore, WVLT Director of Development and
Communications, “it also provides an opportunity for our
supporters to contribute their own content to the website.”
A new section of the website, “Submit Your Special Place
Story”, allows visitors to get more involved with the land trust
by submitting stories and photos about their own “special
place” in West Virginia.
“We encourage everyone to submit their story to this collection,”
Spatafore said. “Not only do we enjoy hearing about people’s
special places, but it also helps our organization understand
the reasons that people feel connected to the land,” she said.
The website also includes information for landowners interested
in learning more about conservation options for their properties
and features pages dedicated to land trust properties.

Check out the new website yourself at:

wvlandtrust.org

West Virginia Land Trust Takes Steps Toward National Accreditation
Recognizing the importance of maintaining “best practices”
established for land trusts around the country, the West Virginia
Land Trust staff and Board have worked for a large part of 2015 to
review its policies and procedures, update internal practices, and
prepare an application for national accreditation.
In September, WVLT submitted its accreditation application to the
Land Trust Accreditation Commission. The Commission awards
accreditation to land trusts that meet national standards for
excellence, uphold the public trust, and ensure that conservation
efforts are permanent.
“Applications are rigorously reviewed by professional accreditation
staff and volunteer commissioners from the land trust community,”

said Terrell Ellis, WVLT’s Senior Program Manager, who led the
accreditation effort.
Accreditation is not a one-time action, Ellis explained. “The process
encourages continuous improvements and land trusts maintain
their accredited status by applying for renewal every five years,”
she said.
According to the Commission, land trusts across the country
permanently protect more than 40 million acres of farms, forests,
parks and natural areas that are vital to healthy, vibrant communities.
Accredited land trusts now conserve more than 75 percent of all
land under conservation easement or owned in fee by land trusts,
ensuring the promise of perpetuity.
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Jonathan R. Marshall, President
Rod Graves, Vice President
Skip Harless, Treasurer
Jackie Hallinan, Secretary
Ted Armbrecht
Calvert Armbrecht
Stacy Boggess
David “Dave” Clark
Richard “Chap” Donovan
Bren Pomponio
Craig Slaughter
Nathan Fetty (Board Liaison)

Nikki Barone, Policy & Major Gifts Consultant
Ashton Berdine, Lands Program Manager
ashton@wvlandtrust.org
Debby Berry, Administrative Assistant
info@wvlandtrust.org
Terrell Ellis, Sr. Program Manager
terrell@wvlandtrust.org
Rick Landenberger, Ph.D.
Science and Management Specialist
rick@wvlandtrust.org
Jessica Spatafore,
Director of Development & Communications
jessica@wvlandtrust.org
Adam Webster,
Conservation & Communications Coordinator
adam@wvlandtrust.org

PO Box 11823
Charleston, West Virginia 25339-1823

Saturday - March 5, 2016
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Brent Bailey, Ph.D., Executive Director
brent@wvlandtrust.org

www.wvlandtrust.org

Save The Date!
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