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2013 Special Places 
The largest Conservation Event of the 
year is almost here. Join us in honoring 
Lavonne Paden, Guardian of the Year 
and the National Committee for the 
New River, Society Award recipient.

Upcoming Events

“This is MY Special Place,” said a landowner on a snowy morning atop his 

mountain, at 3400 feet elevation. Ridges beyond ridges in many shades of 

blue stretched for 50 to 60 miles. “When I saw that’s how the Land Trust 

describes the lands it protects, I knew that you’d understand me.”

Special Places, which the Land Trust celebrates May 9 at its annual gala 

of the same name, are as varied as the people who love the outdoors. 

Trout fishermen and hunters have them; farmers live on them; bird 

watchers generally have several; and recreationists wish there were more 

under protection. We’re working with all these folks, and more, to pursue 

permanent land protection through the creation of conservation easements 

on properties that are near and dear to someone’s heart. If you know 

someone who’d like to see their land protected, or if you’re a member of 

an organization that would like to learn from a Land Trust representative 

about how we do our conservation work, please let us know.

In this issue, you’ll get an idea of the variety of “allied professionals” whose 

work connects to ours. Property appraisers, attorneys, and real estate 

brokers, as well as natural resource experts, scientists, and government 

agency personnel, can all contribute to land conservation. The conservation 

expertise for some of these professionals is nascent in West Virginia, and 

when that’s the case, we’re supporting professional development to bring 

conservation knowledge and skills to their toolkits. Happy Spring!

 

Until next time,

Brent Bailey Ph.D. 
WV Land Trust Executive Director

Greetings

Drilling Down: Mineral 
Severance & Conservation

Appraisal Training
April 24 - 26, 2013  Charleston, WV
22 CEC hours  $250 per person
Register at asfmra.org/wvce

Mountain State 
Land Use Academy 
presented by LUSD Clinic 
April 25th and May 9th
To learn more, visit landuse.law.wvu.edu
 
Special Places Event 
May 9th, 2013  6:00 pm
Columbia Gas Transmission Auditorium
Celebrate the land we all love and  
honor those who protect it. 

Don’t Miss Out on the Conservation 
Event of the Year! Get your tickets  
today at wvlandtrust.org 
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West Virginia Land Trust’s Special Places Event has become the organization’s largest annual fundraiser. In addition to raising 
crucial operating funds for the organization, the event honors the passion and commitment of some amazing people who work 
tirelessly to protect West Virginia’s special places forever. Let’s take a closer look at the 2013 Honorees. 

2013 Honorees 

Celebrate the land we all love  
and honor those who protect it.EVENT

May 9, 2013  Charleston, West Virginia, Columbia Gas Transmission - Auditorium

To learn about sponsorship opportunities or purchasing a ticket contact Sarah Vintorini 304-346-7788,  
sarah@wvlandtrust.org or visit us at wvlandtrust.org

Be a part of something big...

Special Places 
Guardian of the Year

Lavonne Paden 
Director of the Agricultural  
Land Protection Authority

 

Special Places  
Society Award

George Santucci and 
National Committee  
for the New River

The Special Places Guardian of the Year is awarded annually to 

someone who has made a significant contribution to land 

conservation in West Virginia, while demonstrating leadership, 

creativity, collaboration and shares his/her knowledge with others  

to nurture and mentor the next generation of conservationists. 

Lavonne Paden is often referred to as the heart and soul of the West 

Virginia Farmland Protection program. She helped craft it, lobby it, 

implement it, and continues to lead it in its growth and development.

Lavonne’s conservation activities began in the 90’s as a member  

of the Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle. From that base, she saw the 

need and became involved with the formation of the Farmland Protection 

Program. Alongside several conservation colleagues, she assisted with 

drafting and lobbying the proposed legislation to enact West Virginia’s 

Farmland Protection Program. The bill received unanimous support from 

both the Senate and House.

Since that time, Lavonne has helped to facilitate the protection  

of 20,000+ acres of agricultural land, resulting in over 45 million dollars 

that has benefited WV land owners’. West Virginia’s program has 

been able to remain fully funded while other states are being forced to 

abandon their own programs. West Virginia now has fully funded and 

functioning Farmland Protection programs in 18 counties thus ensuring 

the protection of West Virginia’s important agricultural lands. 

The Special Places Society Award is presented to an organization 

who has demonstrated excellence in land conservation, education 

and collaboration. 

The National Committee for the New River (NCNR) has successfully 

protected over 7,600 acres throughout the New River watershed 

including land important to one of WV’s very special places, the New 

River Gorge. NCNR is proud to partner with the WV Land Trust on 

projects along the Greenbrier River. 

In addition to preservation efforts, NCNR continues the work it has done 

since its origins in grassroots advocacy in the 70’s. NCNR, working 

with partners like the Plateau Action Network, Piney Creek Watershed 

Association, and the Friends of the Lower Greenbrier, works to defend 

and restore the New River when it is negatively impacted. Annually, 

NCNR organizes hundreds of volunteers to participate in water quality 

monitoring, river clean-up, and river bank replanting programs.

George Santucci, NCNR Executive Director, leads the organization 

using an innovative, determined and collaborative approach that makes 

NCNR an important partner and friend in the West Virginia conservation 

community. George is always willing to lend a hand to his fellow 

conservation colleagues and offers a unique and inquisitive view point 

on various topics and issues. 

Special  Places



West Virginia is known for its abundant natural resources — both above the ground and 
below. In many cases, the surface owner does not own the minerals which can result in a 
challenging situation when trying to implement a conservation easement. The different 
objectives that both the surface and mineral owners have can create a potential roadblock 
for land conservation; however, in some cases, these challenges can be resolved. The 
West Virginia Land Trust has worked on several easements involving the severance 
of  surface and mineral rights. We have employed various options including limited or 
non-development leases, surface use agreements, or subordination to the terms of  the 
conservation easement, just to name a few. Each situation is different and in some cases 
an easement is not possible, but the West Virginia Land Trust is always here to help. 

If you have a special place that you want to share with future generations,  
contact the Land Trust to see if a conservation easement is right for you.  

Visit wvlandtrust.org or call 304-346-7788 

Be a part of something big...

One of the West Virginia Land Trust’s most important partners is 
the Land Use and Sustainable Development Law Clinic (LUSD 
Clinic) at WVU’s College of Law. The LUSD Clinic provides 
educational opportunities for law students that allow them to 
gain practical experience in the field of land use law and policy. 
Under the guidance of experienced attorneys and other land 
use professionals, students assist the Land Trust by preparing 
title reports, drafting conservation easements, negotiating with 
mineral owners/lessees, and reviewing a whole host of legal issues 
that relate to such real estate matters. This partnership enables 
the Land Trust to work with additional land owners and gives 
the organization the ability to take on more complex projects. In 
addition, the hands-on experience not only benefits the students 
today, but also builds a legal workforce that will be knowledgeable 
about conservation issues in the future. 

Using the Law to Save Land
The Land Use & Sustainable Development 
Law Clinic at the West Virginia University 

College of Law

The LUSD Clinic is also working to strengthen local land use 
by providing technical assistance to local government officials, 
planners and other land use decision-makers to encourage 
sustainable development in appropriate areas of the community. 
They are also working to address wastewater issues. Through 
innovative legal strategies and funding assistance, the LUSD Clinic 
works with partner communities to identify and support alternative 
wastewater solutions.

To learn more about the Land Use and Sustainable 

Development Law Clinic visit: landuse.law.wvu.edu

Drilling Down: Mineral  
Severance & Conservation



PO Box 11823
Charleston, West Virginia 25339-1823

www.wvlandtrust.org

Appraisal Training
April 24 - 26, 2013
Charleston, WV
22 CEC hours  $250 per person
Register at asfmra.org/wvce

Mountain State  
Land Use Academy 
presented by LUSD Clinic 
April 25th and May 9th
To learn more, visit landuse.law.wvu.edu

Special Places Event 
May 9th, 2013  6:00 pm
Columbia Gas Transmission Auditorium
Celebrate the land we all love and honor 
those who protect it. 

Don’t Miss Out on the Conservation 
Event of the Year! Get your tickets  
today at wvlandtrust.org 

Land Trust Staff
Brent Bailey, Ph.D., Executive Director 
brent@wvlandtrust.org

Terrell Ellis, Sr. Program Manger  
terrell@wvlandtrust.org

Sarah Vintorini, Dir. Marketing & Outreach 
sarah@wvlandtrust.org

Lindsay Rotella, Public Relations Asst. 
lindsay@wvlandtrust.org

Debby Berry, Administrative Assistant  
info@wvlandtrust.org

Upcoming Events

EVENT
Special  Places
Get Your Tickets Today!

May 9, 2013    Columbia Gas Transmission - Auditorium    $125.00 per ticket


