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It’s a real pleasure to step into the role of Executive Director 

of the West Virginia Land Trust, with a goal of accelerating the 

pace of land conservation in the Mountain State. This position 

represents a bit of a homecoming for me, since I served on 

the Land Trust Board about a decade ago. It’s great to be 

back. In my first few weeks on the job, I’ve met multiple project 

partners and warm colleagues, and am very enthused about 

the prospects ahead for making sure that the phrase “wild 

and wonderful” continues to describe our landscape. As West 

Virginians, we can proudly claim beautiful forests, great fishing 

streams, historic sites, and scenic vistas…but these special 

places don’t remain without deliberate actions to protect them. 

I look forward to meeting with our community of supporters, 

and working collaboratively to create conservation and 

land protection opportunities for private landowners, public 

agencies, and local organizations.
 

Until next time,

Brent Bailey Ph.D. 
WV Land Trust Executive Director

Greetings

Art Exhibit:  
A Homage to Dunkard Creek 
Lewisburg WV
Carnegie Hall, Museum Gallery
January 4 - March 8, 2013
 
Special Places Event 
The 2013 Special Places Event will 
be held in late April or early May. 
More details to follow.



Are you a property owner who loves your land and cares 
about what might happen to it in the future? Did you 
know that the West Virginia Land Trust can work with 
you to develop a conservation easement that protects 
YOUR property, maintains YOUR wishes and fulfills 
YOUR needs? 
 
Land owners interested in protecting their property 
may be asking what the Land Trust looks for when 
deciding which properties to accept into its conservation 
easement program. Wildlife and natural habitat, open 
space, and scenic view sheds are some of  the important 
conservation values we try to protect. Other factors such 
as size, location, and current use are also evaluated as 
part of  our decision making process. 
 

Saving Land  
Preserving a Legacy

Taking the next steps to protect your 
special place now or later is your decision. 
Making the decision to protect YOUR 
special place takes forward thinking, 
commitment, and patience. 
 
Carrying out that commitment in perpetuity takes 
professionalism, dedication and creativity. Please  
contact us and tell us about your special place and  
together we can develop a plant that protects it forever. 
 
Contact: Terrell Ellis, Sr. Program Manager  
Terrell@wvlandtrust.org or 304-346-7788

PO Box 11823      Charleston, West Virginia 25339      phone 304.346.7788      fax 304.342.1639      wvlandtrust.org

West Virginians have many special places. Not all of them are visited by thousands of tourists or featured in 
magazines. Our lands are special because of the memories they hold and the future they promise. They are  
worth protecting and sharing with future generations. 
 
The West Virginia Land Trust works in partnership with landowners and communities to protect our state 
one special place at a time. This work allows future generations the chance to experience the same wonder, 
adventure and beauty that generations before have enjoyed. 
 
This work is not simple and it takes the support of dedicated people like you to help make sure that all  
West Virginians, old and young alike, can protect their own unique piece of our beloved mountain state. 
 
Please help us ensure that future generations  
have a special place to call their own…

Every dollar invested in the work of the WV Land Trust,  
is tax deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Help Protect Special Places



Cold, clean, fishable water. That’s the motto of the  
West Virginia Land Trust’s partner Trout Unlimited, which is 
working throughout West Virginia to conserve, protect, and 
restore coldwater streams, habitat for native trout. Staff and 
volunteers from Trout Unlimited (TU) and the Land Trust 
recently mapped out a strategy to team up on projects of 
mutual interest and leverage the resources each brings to 
land conservation in the Mountain State.
 
TU is a national non-profit with more than 150,000 
members, 2,000 of whom call West Virginia home. Its  
West Virginia members, organized into 7 chapters and one 
state council, are among the state’s most ardent defenders 
of coldwater streams. Chapter and council activities range 
from stream cleanups to legislative advocacy. Trout in the 
Classroom, an educational program that raises trout from 
eggs and releases them in local streams, is especially 
popular with chapters and participating schools.
 
While TU members may be found throughout the state, the 
national organization has staff working in the headwaters 
of the Potomac River to restore habitat for native brook 
trout. Through a partnership established with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, TU installs over 20 miles of livestock 
fencing in this area each year, removing the threat to brook 
trout posed by “bovine engineering”. TU also helps restore 
habitat by planting riparian forest buffers and removing fish 
passage barriers like old dams and culverts.
 
“Many of the landowners TU works with in the Potomac 
could benefit from conservation easements” said Gary 
Berti, TU’s Eastern Home Rivers Director. Berti, based out 
of Davis, added, “Getting conservation easements on those 
properties would give our work a chance to perform well 
into the future.”  
 

Opportunities also abound for the Land Trust to work  
with TU volunteers. “In certain areas, TU members may 
have connections with or knowledge of landowners that 
the Land Trust does not,” noted Phil Smith, chairman of 
the West Virginia Council of TU. Smith is eager to work 
with the Land Trust outside the Potomac by helping it 
target land conservation outreach along important trout 
streams, especially where private landowners allow  
public angling access. 

Learn more about TU by checking out their state council or 

national websites (www.wvtu.org / www.tu.org). The West 

Virginia Council of TU hosts their first-ever Mountain State 

Trout Festival June 1, 2013 at Snowshoe Mountain Resort. 

“

“

Many of West Virginia’s 
residents are already 
conscientious conservationists, 
in terms of how they look after 
their land and water. Anglers, 
sportsmen and outdoor 
adventure enthusiasts’ respect 
and care for West Virginia’s 
many special places. Being  
able to build upon the passion 
from this constituency and 
possibly transform this work 
into permanently protected 
lands is an honor and we are 
thrilled with what the future 
may hold.

Brent Bailey Ph.D. 
WV Land Trust Executive Director

Teaming Up 
for Trout



PO Box 11823
Charleston, West Virginia 25339-1823

www.wvlandtrust.org

Art Exhibit:  
A Homage to Dunkard Creek 
Lewisburg WV
Carnegie Hall, Museum Gallery
January 4 - March 8, 2013

Special Places Event 
The 2013 Special Places Event  
will be held in late April or early  
May. More details to follow.

Land Trust Staff
Brent Bailey, Ph.D., Executive Director 
brent@wvlandtrust.org

Terrell Ellis, Sr. Program Manger  
terrell@wvlandtrust.org

Sarah Vintorini, Dir. Marketing & Outreach 
sarah@wvlandtrust.org

Debby Berry, Administrative Assistant  
info@wvlandtrust.org

Upcoming Events

“As a land owner I really felt like I could 
maintain my wishes for the home and that 
it will be preserved. My experience with 
the Land Trust was very pleasant. I would 
definitely do this all over again. Thank you to 
the West Virginia Land Trust for helping me 
protect my very special place.” 

Page Dickson   Spring Valley Farm, Ronceverte, WV

Testimonial


